iSo                JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
And now I come to another phenomenon : the talent of the day is against the Church. The Church party (visibly at least, for there may be latent talent, and great times give birth to great men) is poor in mental endowments. It has not activity, shrewdness, dexterity, eloquence, practical power. On what, then, does it depend 1 On prejudice and bigotry.
This is hardly an exaggeration • yet I have good meaning and one honourable to the Church. Listen to my theory. As each individual has certain instincts of right and wrong antecedently to reasoning, on which he acts—and rightly so —which perverse reasoning may supplant, which then can hardly be regained, but, if regained, will be regained from a different source—from, reasoning, not from nature—so, I think, has the world of men collectively. God gave them truths in His miraculous revelations, and other truths ta the unsophisticated infancy of nations, scarcely less necessary and divine. These are transmitted as 'the wisdom of our ancestors,' through men—many of whom cannot enter into them, or receive them themselves—still on, on, from age to age, not the less truths because many of the generations through which they are transmitted are unable to prove them, but hold them, either from pious and honest feeling (it may be), or from bigotry or from prejudice. That they are truths it is most difficult to prove, for great men alone can prove great ideas or grasp them. Such a mind was Hooker's, such Butler's ; and, as moral evil triumphs over good on a small field of action, so in the argument of an hour or the compass of a volume would men like Brougham, or, again, Wesley, show to far greater advantage than Hooker or Butler. Moral truth is gained by patient study, by calm reflection, silently as the dew falls—unless miraculously given—and when gained it is transmitted by faith and by ' prejudice/ Keble's book is full of such truths, which any Cambridge man might rcf uto with the greatest ease.
To nis SISTER HARRIETT,
March 16, 1829.
I am continuing in fact my letter to my Mother. Well, then, taking the state of parties in the country as it is, I^look upon the granting of the Catholic claims not so much in itself as in the principle and sentiments of which it is an indication. It is carried by indifference, and by hostility to the ChurcLtrutl04th of Isaiah,ilH titovi it ii**4iiia Th<* tnn
